Heyn 2

Text: John 6:60-69
The Truth of God’s Word
I. It can be hard to hear

II. It’s our hope and life!
Dear fellow redeemed in Christ,
Many of you know that I was blessed to spend June and July of this summer serving our sister congregation in Brisbane, Australia. While there, I also had the chance to see the countryside, and see some of the unique Australian animals. Kangaroos and koalas are some of the first that we think of, but there’s a whole host of animals found only in the Land Down Under. By far, the weirdest Australian animal that I saw was the platypus: an egg-laying, duck-billed, beaver-tailed, otter-footed, venomous mammal. 

When it was first discovered in 1798, and word was sent back to England, the people thought it was a hoax. When the explorers sent a sketch of it, along with a pelt, the people still thought it was a fraud. They were so skeptical, that when the first scientist started examining the pelt, he took a scissors to the duck-bill, thinking it must be sewn on. Sometimes the hardest thing to believe is the truth. Like that the platypus really exists, like that this man Jesus was actually the Son of God – God Himself. Our Savior. This morning we look at the truth of God’s Word. While the words of Scripture can be hard to hear at times, these words are the hope and foundation for our lives. And I’m not just talking about our earthly lives; I’m talking about our spiritual lives. They’re the foundation for our souls!
I. [It can be hard to hear.] Unfortunately, many reject the truth of what this Word says. We see, at the beginning of our text, that the disciples grumbled at Jesus’ words. Why did they reject Him and His words of truth? Well if we look back a little in chapter six we see that Jesus had spoken of eating His flesh and blood, which some people take to be a direct reference to the Lord’s Supper. There’s definitely a connection there, but we don’t take it to be a direct reference to that. In part because He doesn’t appear to have any actual bread and wine with Him at the time. He’s actually just referring to the fact that one must believe in Him, and Him alone, in order to be saved. This idea offended a lot of people there! They had grown up with Jesus! They probably didn’t want to hear that they needed a Savior, and certainly not the neighbor boy! So they stopped following Him. 
And we know that it still happens today. In Australia it was painfully obvious. I think about the numerous fathers/husbands in Australia who were vehemently and sometimes violently opposed to their wives and or children even reading a Bible. I think about the fact that we have two churches of our fellowship over there, neither of them bigger than 35 members. In a nation of 23 million. 
We’re blessed to live in the United States, where it’s not quite so bad. But following God’s will is NOT the way to win popularity contests here, either. There’s an anti-Christian culture here too, that grows every day, set against the truth of God’s Word.  Jesus says, “The flesh counts for nothing.” That’s not what people want to hear! They want to hear that the things of this earth and this life are what’s most important. They want to hear that they can live however they want. And even many church-going people. If the church tells them that they are sinning, because they’re living contrary to God’s Word, they transfer to a different church. One that twists Scripture so that it allows them live how they want. They go to the churches that offer the fun programs. The ones that are most entertaining. The ones that are most popular. Because sadly, to many people, the truth of God’s Word isn’t what’s important anymore.
And it’s not just them, it’s us, too. We each have our own ways that we have sinfully dealt with our problems. Maybe with a little liquor, maybe by taking them out on others. Each of us has had times when we’ve fall and have taken care of things our own way instead of God’s. It goes against our sinful nature to hear that we have to give up those ways, and follow Christ. That’s the hard truth of God’s Word. 
It’s the truth that I’ve been called to proclaim to you. When I was ordained last week, I promised to give faithful witness of Christ to the world, and especially to you. And so my responsibility, as the shepherd of this congregation, is to do just that. To keep us in line with His Word. But please know that my standard is God’s Word. It’s not my own Word. Just like it was never Pastor Schmidt’s Word. Having said that, please let me know if I say or do anything that is not in keeping with God’s Word. And more importantly, please pray for me. That I’m able to teach God’s Word in its truth and purity. And pray that God’s Spirit gives me wisdom, strength, and love, so that I know how to best share it with you. 
Please know, too, that my prayers go with you. Not that you listen to me, but that you listen to God’s Word. That’s what you promised last week. That you would receive the Word I preach eagerly. Not as the word of men, but as it actually is, as the Word of God. I pray, and please pray yourselves, that the teachers and leaders at Peace might understand it and teach it correctly. So that we keep God’s Word as the foundation and guide for Peace Lutheran. Because that’s what it is to be. 
II. [It’s our hope and life!] But not just that. We know that God’s Word is so much more than just an instruction guide to show us where we have failed and how we are to live. As Peter tells us, the words of Christ are words of eternal life! To set us free from our guilt and to give us hope! 
How do we know this? It’s nothing that we’ve done. As Jesus says, “No one can come to [Him] unless the Father has enabled them.” But by the grace of God, in baptism, through the Word, the Holy Spirit has worked in our hearts. So that we, as Peter says, believe and know that Jesus is indeed the Holy One of God. 
And that’s the hope that we have! We’ve seen that we’ve been unholy, and have no reason for God to smile upon us. But Jesus kept His Father’s will every day of His life. He held to the truth, even when others rejected Him. He lived the truth, even when others rejected Him. And He took that perfect life up to Calvary, and there He gave it for us as our perfect, the only perfect, sacrifice for our sins. And so now, through faith in Jesus, we appear perfect in God’s eyes. Because of what the Holy One of God did for us, we are now the holy ones of God, through faith in our Savior. No more guilt, no more fear, we now have life!
Eternal life, right? Yes, but we don’t have to wait for heaven. That eternal life starts here, knowing we’re forgiven and perfect in God’s eyes (through faith in His Son). Knowing this we can live in hope and confidence. With Christ living in us so that we can follow God’s truth in all that we do. No longer living for this life, but for the even greater life that awaits us beyond the grave. And that life beyond the grave is the real treasure we now have. Because this temporary life is just that: temporary. So the things of this world and of the flesh are really all dead end roads. We’re all headed towards a certain death so the only hope that can truly comfort must be greater than this little life. And that’s what the Hope of God’s Word is.
I know at least some of you know about my seminary classmate and his wife Ruth who at the age of 24 was diagnosed earlier this year with stomach cancer. She was able to give birth to their son John who is doing well from all I hear. But this past week it was revealed that Ruth does not have much time left in this life. From all appearances on their facebook page, Paul and Ruth have been very strong throughout the ordeal. But I recently talked to one of my friends from Bethany, who knows them better than me, and she assured me it’s been extremely hard on them. And how could it not be? But they press on with hope. And where is their hope found? In the words of eternal life that only Scripture has. That God works all things for His glory, and for the good of those who love Him. That through faith in Jesus, she is soon going to be with Christ, and to share in His glory. And that through faith in Jesus, her husband and son will be reunited with her in heaven someday. Such hope that’s found in the truth of God’s Word!
It’s my privilege to share that truth with you every week. To preach the hope that we have: Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
 I mentioned that it’s my responsibility to share with you the hard truths of God’s Law. But the other side of the coin is that it’s my privilege, and such a blessing, to be able to share with you the hope and comfort that we find in Christ. But it’s not just my privilege – it’s yours, too. It’s been given to all of us. And so let’s work together, as a church built on the foundation of God’s truth, to share that truth with Lakeland and the world. The words are “of eternal life” as Peter says. What greater joy could we have than to share them with those around us? 

Remember what people said about the platypus? It really didn’t matter whether people thought it was real or not, it was and is. Now, many years later, we can see, with our own physical eyes that it’s true. Just go to the zoo. Or at least the right zoo, not all zoos have platypuses. Well, someday we’ll be able to see that God’s Word is true, too. When we see, with our own physical eyes, the Holy One of God, who has the words of eternal life. Until that day, let these words of eternal life be your guide, your hope, and your life. Amen. 
� 1 Corinthians 2:2.





